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1834.] Quarterly Observer. — Knickerbocker. 49 

sake of those who may not have met with the author's former trea- 
tise on War, we here give the positions which he endeavours to estab- 
lish in this work : 

" I. That those considerations which operate as general causes of war, 
are commonly such as Christianity condemns : 

II. That the effects of war are, to a very great extent, prejudicial to the 
moral character of a people, and to their social and political welfare : 

III. That the general character of Christianity is wholly incongruous 
with war, and that its general duties are incompatible with it : 

IV. That some of the express precepts and declarations of the Christian 
Scriptures virtually forbid it : 

V. That the primitive Christians believed that Christ had forbidden war ; 
and that some of them suffered death in affirmance of this belief: 

VI. That God has declared in prophecy, that it is his will that war should 
eventually be eradicated from the earth ; and that this eradication will be 
effected by Christianity, by the influence of its present principles : 

VII. That those who have refused to engage in war, in consequence of 
their belief of its inconsistency with Christianity, have found that Providence 
has protected them." p. 428. 

2. — The American Quarterly Observer, conducted by B. B. Ed. 
wards, Boston. — Tlie Knickerbocker, or New York Monthly 
Magazine. 

We do not notice these works in order to pass any judgment on 
them. The first named already enjoys an established reputation ; 
and the second, since the new arrangements under which it is now 
put out, has been fast gaining favour. We refer to them merely to 
express our pleasure, that the great objects to which we are devoted, 
should find such able advocates in these journals. In the Quarterly 
Observer for January, 1834, there is a long and well written article 
by President Allen, of Bowdoin College, on a Congress of Nations. 
— In the Knickerbocker for May, 1834, there is an article entitled 
" Peace Societies," which is continued in the number for June. It 
is written, we understand, by the Rev. Timothy Flint, formerly editor 
of this work, and well known in this country and abroad, by his 
"Ten Years Residence in the Valley of the Mississippi," and other 
works, tts a man of genius, and an able and elegant writer. The 
articles to which we refer are not unworthy of Mr. Flint's reputa- 
tion. They are written with great spirit, beauty, and eloquence. 
We wish our limits would permit us to give our readers some ex- 
tracts ; but we hope they will not den}' themselves the rich gratifi- 
cation of reading them entire. 

In this connection we may remark, that the discussion of these 
subjects in some of our highest journals ; the prizes established in 
several colleges for dissertations ; and the various essays that have 
come out in the newspapers, some of them — as the series in the 
Portland Christian Mirror, over the signature of Perier — written in 
the highest style of ability ; prove that tiie objects of Peace Socetits 
arc advancing ; that the progress of their principles, though gradual, 
is sure. It is not a papular cause. It can hardly yet become so. 



50 Wells on the Militia Veto. [June, 

It is not exciting. The grandeur and nobleness of its aims, is not. 
enough to break the tyrrany of the Past and the Present over the 
general mind. We are not to expect, in the mass of men, magna- 
nimity enough to take up this subject immediately at its own worth. 
Reformers are always ahead of their age. There are multitudes of 
men that consider themselves among the enlightened and the leaders 
of their times, whose chief talent is the tact of seasonably discerning 
and putting themselves at the head of the popular current. There 
are others, not gifted with equal sagacity and foresight, who are 
always sure to make themselves prominent in any great cnterprize 
— whenever it comes to move in the full tide of triumph ; but who 
are always as sure to be behind the movement at the outset, incredu- 
lous of its success, and therefore incapable of interest and activity. 
They exceedingly dread being in a minority. Of such men you 
may find hundreds, where you will find one that is willing to breast 
the tide of false opinion, and turn it in a right direction, or to encoun. 
ter the still more discouraging apathy of deadened sensibilities. We 
have seen all this in regard to the Temperance reformation. We 
know men, now among the prominent and the busy in this matter, 
who at the outset of the movement refused to commit themselves to 
any exertion, and were sceptical, almost contemptuously so, of its 
effecting any thing. Not that they were insensible to the crying 
evils of intemperance, or to the need of something being done. Of 
this they were as well persuaded then, as they arc now. But they 
were afraid it would not go. They saw nothing tangible to be laid 
hold of. — Now, if every body had felt and acted as these men did, 
where would have been the triumphs of this cause? And when will 
the predictions of the Bible, respecting the universal prevalence of 
peace, be fulfilled, if there arc not men of another stamp in the 
world ? 

3. — An Examination of the Message of the Governor to the Senate, 
returning Hie Bill in addition to an act for regulating, 
(J-r. the Militia, fyc. By Daniel Wells. Cambridge, 1833. 
pp. 29. 

In the session of 1832-3, a Bill passed the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts, repealing and amending the law in relation to regulating, 
training and governing the militia of the State, so as to do away with 
the musters for training and review, and to require only the enroll- 
ment and arming of the militia, and an annual inspection of arms. 
This Bill, we understand, was drawn up by the Hon. Daniel Wells, 
the writer of this pamphlet, who was a member of the Senate, and 
one of the Committee that reported the bill. The Governor, from 
constitutional scruples, refused his signature to this bill. The object 
of Mr. Wells' pamphlet is, to examine the grounds taken by Gov. 
Lincoln in his veto message : and also, to establish the propriety and 
expediency of the changes contemplated in the proposed bill. The 
discussion appears to us very thorough, the argument sound, and the 



